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Student Senate Minutes 
Education Centre 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 
 

In attendance:  Katelyn Bruyere, Student Trustee; Samantha Ribey, AHS; Evan Govier, RRHS; Mackenzie 
Whetzel, RRHS; Logan Bauman, SCAP; Matt Barron, FFHS; Ava Gardiman, FFHS; Heather Campbell, Director 
of Education 
Regrets: Alex Sampson, AHS 

 
 

  

1. Call to Order:  Katelyn Bruyere called the meeting to order at 11:50 a.m./12:50 p.m. 
(Atikokan).  
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
The agenda was approved by consensus.  

 
3. Conflict of Interest:  No conflict of interest was declared. 

 
4. Confirmation of Minutes:  Evan moved and MacKenize seconded to approve the October 2, 

2018 minutes.  The Senate members were in agreement.   
                   

5. Unfinished Business: 
 

Provincial Education Consultation – Student Senate members reviewed the following 
Provincial Education questions and provided responses as noted below.  A letter will be 
drafted on behalf of the Student Senate, by Heather Campbell, and shared with members for 
their review. 
 
How should we improve student performance in the disciplines of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM)? 
 

 Ensuring that these disciplines are offered, especially in small schools where 
programming options can be limited 

 Providing linkages within courses to careers within these disciplines (e.g. offering 
experiential learning opportunities such as field trips, providing guest speakers from 
experts in these disciplines, expanding cooperative education placement 
opportunities in these areas); 
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 Ensuring that there are qualified teachers in these areas so that schools can offer this 
programming (e.g. technological education, mathematics).   

 
How should our schools prepare student with needed job skills, such as skilled trades and 
coding? 
 

 Ensuring that there are programming options within both elementary and secondary 
schools, as early as possible, to raise awareness and to develop skills; 

 Offering/continuing to offer technological education programming and by providing 
opportunities for cooperative education in these areas.  In small schools and small 
communities, there are limited opportunities for courses and for cooperative 
education placements - further support is needed;   

 Enhancing coding beyond e learning or online programming and ensuring that there 
is expertise within all schools to support this programming.   

 
What measures can be taken to improve provincial standardized testing? 
 

 Providing support for students and their mental health in advance of the testing as 
some students experience anxiety;   

 Providing more opportunities to experience success on the  Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test (OSSLT), by providing preparation sessions (e.g. online) and more 
opportunities for students to achieve this requirement;    

 Ensuring that the test is practical – for instance, the news report is not a common 
piece of writing that students will need beyond high school.    

 
Students inquired about cursive writing and felt that this should be included in instruction.  
Director of Education, Heather Campbell, explained how this is a focus within the primary 
grades.   
 
What more can be done to ensure students graduate high school with important life skills, 
including financial literacy? 
 

 Providing a mandatory life skills course, that allows students opportunities to 
develop skills such as taking care of a child, paying bills, filing taxes, changing a tire, 
living within a budget.  Regardless of pathway, all students need these skills;  
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 Embedding life skills within current courses, at all levels.  Students identified 
Academic Math as being more theoretical and needing practical applications.  As one 
student noted, students need to know more than polynomials – they need to know 
how to file taxes, how to balance a budget, etc. 

 
What steps could schools take to ban cellphone use in the classroom? 
 
The Student Senate felt that cell phones should not be banned and instead, the focus should 
be on the following: 
 

 Providing hands on learning within all courses;   

 Focusing on how cell phones are a tool.  This is especially important in helping 
students to develop digital citizenship skills; 

 Recognizing that cell phones have applications that support healthy lifestyles, 
including students’ physical and mental health;   

 Allowing teachers and schools to establish rules specific to the context of the 
classrooms, as teachers know best how to promote appropriate use of cell phones as 
tools and to limit/restrict as needed. 

 
How can we build a new age-appropriate Health and Physical Education curriculum that 
includes subjects like mental health, sexual health education and the legalization of 
cannabis? 
 

 Ensuring that the curriculum recognizes all aspects of health – mental, sexual, 
physical;    

 Ensuring that the curriculum is modern and reflective of our needs;  

 Being sensitive to diversity and by being inclusive in design, by being developed by a 
diverse group of educators and health practitioners and other experts for a diverse 
group of students;    

 Informing students of the long-term health risks of cannabis use, much like the 
curriculum looks to the effects of smoking and alcohol consumption;   

 Focusing on mental health and the overall health of students, as early as possible, in 
collaboration with health care supports – both in and outside of school.  Reduction of 
stigma and early intervention occur with early education. 

 
Students also discussed how transitions (e.g. Gr. 8 to Gr. 9) are key times when a focus on 
the overall health of students is important and thought that Gr. 8 student orientations 
should include information on the supports available for students within the school.  
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What elements should be included in a Ministry of Education Parents’ Bill of Rights? 
 
The Student Senate provided the following recommendations: 

 From a student perspective, students appreciated programs such as Edsby, which 
allows parents to know how their child is progressing in school.  Parents should have 
regular updates on their child’s progress, including regular communication between 
the child’s teacher and parent(s).    

 Parents need to know when their children are experiencing challenges in school and 
to know what supports are available to their children, so that they can respond and 
support their children in being successful.  

 
Do you have any other feedback or ideas? 
 
The Student Senate felt that the following programs and supports are critical to student 
success: 

 Arts programming, such as instrumental music instruction, so that students have a 
chance to discover and/or develop their talents and to find success. 

 Outdoor education – The AHS Outers Program and other secondary outdoor 
education programming were cited as important to developing students’ skills and 
confidence. Providing experiential learning opportunities and land-based 
programming are important to engaging students and in building confidence, skills, 
and overall, success. 

 Technological Education and associated programming such as Specialist High Skills 
Major, prepare students for careers, offer additional certification, and appeal to a 
broad range of students. 

 Extra-curriculars are important part of school and the costs associated with providing 
extra-curriculars – from equipment to bussing are rising.  Whether it is a club, a 
musical or a sports activity, all were cited as important for students’ well-being, 
engagement, and overall success in school.   

 Mental health programming is needed and current or increased levels.  This involves 
not only health education, but also having the personnel within elementary and 
secondary schools to promote mental health and wellness and to support students 
who are having mental health challenges. 

 
6. New Business:   

 
 School Updates: 
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 Rainy River High School – A pep rally occurred today, as three school teams are 
advancing to NORWOSSA:  the Senior Boys’ Volleyball, the Senior Girls’ Basketball, and 
the Junior Girls’ Basketball teams.  Plans are underway for the upcoming Remembrance 
Day ceremony.  
  

 Fort Frances High School – Students attended the We Day Event in Winnipeg.  A pep rally 
occurred today, as the school is hosting the NORWOSSA championships.  We Scare 
Hunger occurred on Halloween and was very successful.  A Halloween Dance was held 
for the Grades 7 and 8 students.  Best Buddies is starting up again.  The Fall Play, the 
Brothers Grimm, was a success and the Musical Revue is this week at the Townshend 
Theatre.  The Pep band performed at Homecoming which was a success, despite the 
football team losing the game.  Plans are underway for the Remembrance Day ceremony.   
 

 SCAP – A Fall Harvest dinner was a success with approximately $35,000 for the Christian 
Parents’ Association.  A group of students is attending a mission trip to Guatemala 
through CPA.  A Remembrance Day ceremony is being planned.   
 

 Atikokan High School – A Spirit Week was held in October, which was a success.  There 
was a door-decorating contest, won by the Outdoor Education Class, and a Halloween 
dance.    

  
6. Policies Under Review – Heather Campbell shared the six policies going out for stakeholder 

review in November.  It was recommended that policies such as Safe Schools (Policy 4.16) and 
Field Trips (Policy 5.10) should be reviewed at Student Leadership Council meetings as these are 
directly applicable to students.   

 
 All Student Senate members, as well as Student Leadership Council members, are invited to 

provide feedback by November 26, 2018 to Sandra Ward. 
 

7. Next Meeting:  December 4, 2018   
  
8. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 


